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{ Foster agenay, from Al]
their current parents under

"a new foster care provider,
but they worry some may
drop out.

‘Between 2008 and 201,
the county had 1,154 children
living in & group home and
fogter family homes over-
seen by Teens, and it paid
the agency up to $3.6 million
annually.

Over the same period,
244 allegations of abuse or
neglect were filed on behalf
of youths at those homes, a
Times analysis of child
abuse hotline data found.

“Teens' rate of nearly two alle-
gations for each home was
mmore than twice the average
for foster care providers
across the state,

Under the terms of the
decision, the county will give
Teens a #0-day notice that
its contract is being termi-
nated. The confract allows
the eounty to cancel without
having to explainwhy or face
apenalty, officials said.

County supervisors
Tuesday ordered the De-
partmeni of Children and
Family Services to help
Teens’ foster parents try to
seek licenses directly from
the state or connect with
otherfostercare contractors
50 children now in their care
can remain so, if the homes
are deemed safe.

Teens’ Chief Executive
Beautina Robinson and the
agency’s attorney did not re~
spond to a request for com-
mens,

Many child welfare advo-
cates applauded the
county’s decision and said
they suspected thatf the frue
rate of abuse at many foster
care agencies is higherthan
reported because victims
fail to disclose incidents out
offear of refaliation.

Fiona Gonsier, a member
ofthe Santa Monica Disabil-
ities Commission, said she
had counseled a youngwom-

" an who experienced sexusal

abuse in a Teens home but

declined to file & complaint
out of fear thal her younger
brother, s current Teens fos-
ter child, would be harmed.

“Bhe told me horrific ac-
counts of what happened to
her,” Gongsier said.

In recent years, one chiid
died in the care of a foster
parent chosen by Teens de-
spite a severe abuse history
doeumented through state
records. Other examina-
tions by auditors suggested
Teens’ chisf executive had
improperly enriched herself
with money intended for
abused children, And a fos-
ter youth deemed “eredible”
by authorities sald Teens’
staff regularty placated
youths with drugs and aleo-
hol.

That ecomplainant, Jeff
Castiilo, said he underwent
a therough and skeptical in-
terview by county investiga-
tors after his account of ge-
vere beatings Appeared in
The Times. DCTSE Dhirector
Philip Browning  sub-
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“TRYING TO tell this story made it difficult for me te hold myself together,” said
Jeff Castille, who told of severe beatings in Teens Heppy Homes foster care.

seguently said he defer-
mined that Castillo was fell-
ingthe truth,

“1 am a full-grown man

‘ now, but trying to tell this

story made it diffieuit forme

o hold mysell $ogether”
Castillo said. .
Some gllegations of fi-
nancial wrongdoing had
heen known for years by the
county’s augditer-controlisr,

- the

At a recent hoard mesting,
audifor-controlier
apologized for not having in-
formed ounty supervisors
of the speeifics until The
Times' report.

Los Angeles Cowndy Digt,
Atty. Jackie Lacey is evalu-

| atingwhethertopresserin-

nal charges in the cage, &
spokeswomean  sald  last
weelk,

Az mupervisory acted to
end the contract with Teens,
their lawyers have denied &
Times public records re-
guest for supporting doecy-
ments related to a recent au-
dit of Teenyg finances. A
summaery of the audit shows
it Inciludes information
akzout a top official af anoth-
erfoster care contractorwho
accepted $18,000 rom Teens
even though auditors found
no evidence that any work
was performed,

County lawyers zaid
gome of the records were ex-
empt from disclosure undsr
a provigion ofthe law that al-
lows information involved in
& ¢riminal investigation to
he sealed. They also cited &
law that requires the ecunty
{0 halance whether the tub-
lie interest would be best
served by disclosure.
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TORRANCE

Residents answer

plea for local

foster 6pamms Oacly
Thur

1313

1 By NickGreen '
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An utiprecedented plea for more foster homes
in Torrance has generated an “overwhelming” re-
sponse, and now officials have set an informational
meeting Moziday for prospective foster parents.
Hosted by the Los Angeéles County Department !
t of Children and Famﬂy Services, the event will be :

‘ rn at the Katy

! held from 6-8 p.m. in the meeting roo

' Geisgert Civie Center Library, 8301 Torrance Bivd.
© The meeting was scheduled in the walke of 4 re-

cent Daily Breeze article that outlihed the critical

need for foster parents in the community.

Officials with the county agency said about
60 percent of Torrance children removed from
their homes for abuse or neglect within the past
year were placed in foster homes outside the city
because there were rione tocally that cotld hotse
them. The remainder stay with relatives.

Local foster homes provide already vulnerable
children with a degree of stability, allowing thein
to remain in their schools and other familiar en-
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wironments, where they en-
joy support from friends
and teachers. But county of-
fictals mistakenly gave the
newspaper an incorrect tele-
phone number for prospec-

tive parents to call —it was,

actually a hotline to report
potential abuse or neglect —
and readers flooded it with
Inquiries.

“The manager at the child
protective hotline said their
boards were lit up for sev-
eral days,” said Rosa Tang,
assistant regional adminis-
trator with the department’s
Torrance office. “There was
such .an ovérwhelming re-
sponse to the ery for help.”

Potential foster parents
unable to raake the meeting
Monday can call 888-811-1121
— that’s the correct pumber
~- of ¥igit www.ShareYour-

HeartL.A org for more infor-
wation.

DCFS Regional Adminis-
trdtor Tedji Dessalegn and
other agency representa-
tives will speak for about 30
minutes at the meeting. The
rest of the time will allow for
potential foster or adoptive
parents to meet individually
with officials and exchange
information.

“The department’s heart
gallery will be there,” Tang
said. “The heart gallery is a
galtery of children who are
available for adeptmn ”

The meeting is the first
step of what is usually a four-
to six-month process to be-
come a foster parent, which
includes a training program
and background checks.

The local DCFS office
has partnered with the Tor-
rance Council of PTAs to
find at least 30 foster homes,
one for every school in the
community.

Cindy Shields, vice pres-

ident for community con-
cerns with the councii, ini-
tiated the partnership lasi
vear when she set about do-
nating dresses and gowns
once worn by her now col-
lege-age davghter

After hearing a speaker
tell a local church gather-
ing aboui the dire need for
foster parenis, she endead
up donating the elothes to a
DCFS teen pageant; the win-
ner wore her daughter’s for-
mer prom dress.

During the holidays the
PTA council collected toys,
gHt baskets and more than
100 gift cards for foster
children. Now it has cre-
ated a foster care-outreach
position to coordinate the
drive for more foster homes
among its 20 member PTA
groups. '

“I am thrilled beyond
words to see light shed on
the serious needs of the ten-
der, valnerable kids who find
themselves in need of foster

care,” Shields said. “QOur
hope is to spread the word as
needs arise — they can hap-
pen quickly and urgently —
andto put the needs of foster
kids on evervone’s radar”

Torrance Councilman Pat
Furey, who works at the Tor-
rance BORS office providing
legal counsel to social work-
ers ard helped facilitate the
partaership between the
PTA council and the county
agency, said it’s hoped this
targeted foster parent re-
cruttment effort will become
a pilot program for other
cotnmunities where the need
is just as great.

“The biggest hope is we
can roll this sut regionally,
if not countywide,” he said.
“all of a sudden we realize
there is a void. I think the

“community was as shocked

as we were when we looked
at the numbers. The cormmy-
ity has really expressed a
coneern and is'stepping for-
ward,” '









